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February 14, 1967

Honorablc Revmond C. Kehres
State Representative

State Capltol

Lansing, Michfiran

Dear Representative Kechres:
You have remested my oplnlon upon the questlon of':

"kow ® ghelher corporaltlions are allowed to contribute
money &to o avhool dlatrict or sn Intermedlate school
Alabrict camoalen Jor addltlonal mb? "aze.
Sectlon )J n‘ A:u L5, DA 1054, the Mich' “an electlon law,
CLS Ljol $12305000 MSA 1955 Rev Vol €6,17 ), provides:

'No oii'iner, dlrector, stockholder, attorney, agent
or any othier norson, cetlng tor any corporation or
'olnt auoc company, whether incorpornted under the
laws o shls or any other state or any forelgn
country, ov.otept corporatlons formcd for nolitlenl
purpogsces, chall nay, glve or lend, ov authori:e to
ne pa.ad, clven or lenbt, any noney bhe’ onwinz Lo such
corporat sa Lo any candldote or to any nolitteal
cormibtbee or bthe payment of any cle~tlon expenaen
whotover,

Among; the Jdeif'nitions contalned in said aclh lad

"The term '‘eiention', as used In thls act, shall

mean ard ve held to 1nclude any electlon and primary
lection, cuxecept school electlons, at which the elec-

Fors o the state or ol any subdlvislon thereof choose

or noemlnokte by ballot public oirilclals or decide any

public nuestion lawtfully submitted to them."
CLS 130t 'o73,2: MSA 19506 Rev Vol 801002,
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By 0.A.G. 1914, p. 65, Lt was held that a person who upon
behalf of a corporation donated funds to a committee in the
local option contest would be gullty of violation of Section
14 of Act 199, PA 1913, CL 1915 §3841,

Spid Section 14 is identical to Sectlon 919 of Act 116, quoted
abecve.

The controversy occasioning the request for the above-clted
oplnion resulted in a prosecution in the Circuit Court for the
County oif Ingham based upon said Section 14 of Act 199, PA
1913, which in turn reached the Supreme Court, which court in
Peonle v. Gansley, 191 Mich 357 (1910), held that the prohibi-
TIion or sald Jectlon 14 of Act 109 against contributions by
corporations applied to elcctlons other than those at which
randidates only are to be chosen and applled to payment of
nmoney by a corporation for use in a local optinn campaign
preliminary to submission of that 1lssue at the 1914 electon.

Such holding ts congistent with the delinitlion of the term
"election! above ruoted, as that term is used in the present
Michifan election low and nccessitales wasuering your ques-
tion "no.”

Very truly ours,

MRANK J. RELLEY
Attorncy Geaoral



